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1Y Opa East Lake School - Personally Owned Device Initiative

(Grade 6)

Phone:

403.248.1091 What is the primary goal of this initiative?

Email: In the 2015-16 school year, we implemented a one-to-one personally owned
castlake@rockyview.ab.ca  device initiative with our students. As the students move up to grade 6 next year,
we encourage them to have a laptop for school.

Web:

eastlake.rockyview.ab.ca Our vision at East Lake School School is to inspire all learners to be brave
problem solvers who embracechallenges, explore possibilities and grow through
creative and innovative learning experiences. Our mission statement emphasizes
the desire to for all our students to excel in the never ending process of learning,
while striving to build skills that are necessary for future success. Digital tools are
a part of our students’ world. Blending their desire to use these tools with
appropriate strategies and skills is key. By training students to properly use
digital tools for research, productivity, and innovation, we enable them tohave a
seamless transition to high school and to be prepared for a variety of work
experience possibilities.

Why move in this direction?
There has been a surge of research related to the role of technology in the daily
lives of students. Dr. Sharon Friesen, a leading researcher in the areaq, believes
five core principles must be followed to engage today’s learners:
1. Effective teaching practice begins with the thoughtful and intentional
design of learningthat engages students intellectually and academically.
2. The work that students are asked to undertake is worthy of their time
and attention, is personally relevant, and deeply connected to the world
in which they live.
3. Assessment practices are clearly focused on improving student learning
and guidingteaching decisions and actions.
4. Teachers foster a variety of interdependent relationships in classrooms
that promotelearning and create a strong culture around learning.
5. Teachers improve their practice in the company of peers.

Surrounding and infused into each of these five core principles is the effective use
of the technologies. ltis undeniable that the face of education and the role of
technology are changing rapidly.

How does this initiative align with the divisional and school education plans?
Our current School Education Plan, which is closely aligned to the divisional Plan,
strives to support learners as they become self-directed and engaged. As we
strive to fulfill our mission of being forward- thinking and building skills for future
successes, the move to the seamless inclusion of technology in learning



environments is paramount. Our school believes that this initiative will help create
a culture where the seamless integration of technology with curricula provides a
learning environment rich in information and modes of communication. You will
notice a device will be included on the school supply list. Where this is not
possible, alternate arrangements can be made through the school.

How will student computers be supported?

Families will be responsible for upgrading software, and for keeping devices
charged and ready for use. Please understand that we do not have the capacity
to charge and support all of the devices at the school. At the school, we will teach
the students how to use the programs and software that are needed for their
specific learning activities in the classroom however, support is limited to providing
access to the network and appropriate systems. Maintenance and compatibility of
the devices remains the responsibility of the student and family.

How will computer theft be addressed?

East Lake School strongly recommends parents insure their student’s computer
through home insurance. Permanent identification of the machine, via engraving or
ultra-violet (UV) marking, is recommended. It is important for students to keep
their valuables secure when not needed for classes. In the event of theft or
damage, East Lake School will not be held responsible for the costs incurred.

Who can | contact for more information?
If you have any questions contact East Lake School eastlake@rockyview.ab.ca.



